
 

 

Administrative Procedure 4227 
Repeatable Courses 

 

 

References: Title 5 Sections 55041, 55042, 55043, 55044 and 55253 
 
Course Repetition Absent Substandard Academic Work 
 
Under special circumstances, students may repeat courses in which a C or better grade was earned. 
 
Students are allowed to repeat a course without petition when repetition is necessary to enable that 
student to meet a legally mandated training requirement as a condition of volunteer or paid 
employment.  Students can repeat such courses any number of times, even if they received a grade 
of C or better; however, the grade received by the student each time will be included in calculations 
of the student’s grade point average.  The governing board may establish policies and procedures 
requiring students to certify or document that course repetition is necessary to complete legally 
mandated training. 
 
Course Repetition in Activity Courses 
 
Students may repeat activity courses that have been designated as activity courses and where it is 
found that the course content differs each time it is offered to enhance the skills and proficiencies of 
the student.  Activity courses are defined as career technical courses where the content differs each 
time the course is offered, but the primary educational activity remains the same.  Examples of 
activity courses include physical education and courses in music, fine arts, theater, and dance.  
Absent substandard academic work courses may not be repeated for more than three semesters or 
five quarters including summers and intersessions. 
 
Students with disabilities can repeat a special class for students with disabilities any number of times 
when an individualized determination verifies that such repetition is required as a disability-related 
accommodation. 
 
Students are allowed to repeat a cooperative work experience course if a college only offers one 
course in cooperative work experience.  Where only one work experience course is offered, students 
may be permitted to repeat this course any number of times as long as they do not exceed the limits 
on the number of units of cooperative work experience set forth in Title 5 Section 55253(a). 
 
Course Repetition – Significant Lapse of Time 
 
Students may be permitted or required to repeat courses in which a “C” or better grade was earned 
where there was a significant lapse of time since the grade was obtained and: 
 

 The District has defined “significant lapse of time” (three or more years; however, in 
extenuating circumstances, the College President or designee can make exceptions based on 
the needs of the student or the program) or has established a recency prerequisite for a 
course or program; or 
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 An institution of higher education to which a student wishes to transfer has established a 

recency requirement that the student cannot satisfy without repeating the course. 
 
When a student needs to repeat an activity course due to a significant lapse of time, each repetition 
attempt will be counted toward the established repetition limits.  However, if a student has already 
exhausted the number of permitted repetitions, then an additional repetition due to significant lapse 
of time may be permitted or required by the District. 
 
When a course is repeated due to a significant lapse of time, the District may disregard the previous 
grade and credit when computing a student’s grade point average. 
 
Course Repetition – Variable Units 
 
Students may be permitted to enroll in variable unit open-entry/open-exit courses as many times as 
necessary to enable them to complete the entire curriculum of the course once. 
 
Students may not repeat variable unit open-entry/open-exit courses unless: 
 

 The course is required for legally mandated training; or 
 The course is a special class for students with disabilities which needs to be repeated; or 
 Repetition of the course is justified by extenuating circumstances; or 
 The student wishes to repeat the course to alleviate substandard work. 

 
Whenever a student enrolls in a physical education activity course offered for open-entry/open exit, 
the enrollment will count as a repetition of the course. 
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