








“WIT will strive to
continuously look
for new ventures
and areas of
employment training
while working with
the K-12s, adult
education programs
and city and county
governments.”

David Castillo
Director Westside Institute of Technology

Career Technical Education
gains new attention

hose with skills to teach in what is now referred to as “career technical
education” will be in especially short supply in the future, Preston says.

Formerly called “vocational” classes, the new push is to integrate academic
subject material into hands-on training to prepare students to be job ready
after high school.

An example of this might be teaching math skills to a carpentry student or writing
skills to someone planning a career in administration of justice or corrections.

Identifying and training CTE teachers is a high priority for T.E.A.M. Teach.

“We've found that the best way to find and train CTE teachers is to use people already
teaching in their area,” Preston says.

WHCL nursing instructor Marlene Smart is mentoring five nurses who would like
to become teachers. WHCL math instructor Jameson Birrell is helping to mentor
potential math teachers (where there is a serious shortage) and Rebecca Neves is
looking to help jump start the careers of new science teachers.

David Castillo, who heads the Westside Institute of Technology (see sidebar story), is
a classic example of someone who left industry for the classroom. His CTE teaching

experience paved the way for his administrative roles at WIT and he is now poised to
help mentor others interested in making the transition to the classroom.

For details on T.E.A.M. Teach, visit teamteach.westhillscollege.com. It’s a one-click link
to details on the college teacher education program, pathways to teaching both single
(high school) and multiple (k-6) subject credentials as well as CTE requirements.

Contact information for James Preston is (925-3146);
jamespreston@westhillscollege.com

A similar program operates at West Hills College Coalinga and is headed by David
Reynolds. He can be reached at (559) 934-2643.

For additional information on teaching careers visit:
http://www.teachcalifornia.org/
http://www.yesican.gov/publications/tenreasons/
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printing, business and sales as the central theme.

Vocational teaching offers new
career after years in family business

avid Castillo spent 20 years working in
a family business focused on farming
and trucking but when economic winds
weren’t shifting in a favorable direction
for agriculture, David decided it was
time for a back-up plan. Little did he know that
his experience as a farmer would be valuable in
the classroom.

His skills and some credentialing coursework
qualified him to teach welding, auto and ag
mechanics, construction and landscaping. He
also helped the Merced County of Education with building a project at the
old Castle Air Force base and involved his students in construction on the
site.

When the Westside Institute of Technology was formed last July, David
was a natural fit as director. The center is focused on vocational training
on the west side in a partnership between West Hills Community College
District, Golden Plains Unified School District (serving San Joaquin and
Tranquillity), Firebaugh Las Deltas Unified and Mendota Unified School
Districts.

Short-term training teaches skills such as truck and fork lift driving,
industrial mechanics and security guard training. An air conditioning
class is scheduled in San Joaquin.

WIT plans to have two to three classes going

at all times with locations rotating around the
west side and it will work with the Workforce
Investment Board, Proteus and other community
groups to help place students in jobs.

High school students are allowed to enroll,
according to David, and in fact a robotics program
is aimed at junior high and high school students
in hopes of interesting them in careers in science,
math and technology.

Held at the conference center at West Hills College Lemoore, the robotics
project provided two Saturdays of training for teachers and then several
Saturdays where students built and programmed robots before a final
competition where teams worked their robots to move tennis balls into a
slanted trough.

In the spring, a series of nine Saturday classes are planned for high school
aged students to earn college credit in robotics.

It’s all part of a quest, David says, to encourage students to be involved in
a “two plus two” curriculum where they earn high school and college credit
at the same time.

Robotics only leads a long list of classes that are ‘
planned with a similar theme. David lists law

enforcement, business, medical careers, child ‘ (- % L]
development and a number of other areas of °
study. He also notes that Firebaugh is looking at 0
construction with a focus on industrial building )

since that phase of the industry hasn’t suffered
a slowdown and Tranquillity will be hosting an
entrepreneurs’ class with embroidery, screen

“WIT will strive to continuously look for new
ventures and areas of employment training while working with the K-12s,

adult education programs and city and county governments,” David said.

WIT is considered a model for other career technical education (CTE)
training and will integrate academic curriculum into job training with a
goal of having those completing the programs ready for the job market
once they complete the training.

For details on classes that are scheduled, contact David Castillo at (559)
630-2149. CF
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ike most industries, California agriculture has become highly
developed, high-tech and specialized. And, it’s loaded with career
opportunities. The future remains bright as the agricultural
industry makes it way through the use of technology and smart
business practices.

Planning for future employment needs of California’s agriculture is the
driving force behind West Hills College’s Farm of the Future. The vision

is to create a national model of agriculture education, specializing in
integrated food, fiber and environmental systems — from production to
distribution — and emphasizing sustainable agriculture in partnership with
the resources of the Valley and the world.

Plans for the state-of-the-art farm began at a strategic planning workshop
during the summer of 2000. Representatives from agriculture, government,
education, civic leaders and selected WHCC faculty and administrative
staff met to fine-tune the needs of students and the industry, technology
and curriculum and possible opportunities for partnerships.

The 47-member advisory committee established a direction for creating the
21st Century Farm of the Future, and the effort quickly got underway. Dr.
Larry Rathbun oversaw the program until his retirement last spring. “We
tried to vision what the needs will be in agriculture 15 years out and what
will help us be prepared for those expected changes,” said Dr. Rathbun.

In 2001, the Allen Family donated land east of Coalinga, which has become

the Farm of the Future site. The 230 -acres at Gale Avenue and Hwy.
198/33 consists of irrigated orchard and row crops, irrigated pastureland
and the college rodeo arena.

The Farm of the Future has a particular focus on irrigation and drainage
technology, according to Clint Cowden, instructor in the program.
“Irrigation and drainage aren’t typically done on a community college level,
but we're focusing on the technology and the latest management practices
in water conservation and drainage/salinity.”

Farm of the Future training for students includes cutting-edge technology
like the use of global positioning satellites, providing courses for students
in full mapping, soil collection and instrumentation technology.

“Our program is designed to be reflective of the changes underway in
agriculture, and to help provide a labor force that can respond to the
changes,” said Cowden. “The survival of agriculture in California and on
the west side, in particular, depends on adapting to and staying ahead of
the changes.”

Story by Elizabeth Hudson
Reprinted from Fresno County Farm Bureau News
June 2007 edition

McKinsey. In fact, the 19-year-
old West Hills College Coalinga
precision agriculture graduate recently
won the national FFA achievement
award for emerging ag technology.

Failure is not an option for Brent

Last year he was runner up in the
vegetable production division.

Diagnosed with dyslexia when he was
in second grade, Brent said that he had
to learn to overcome obstacles to be
successful.

“I learned that no, or can’t, is never an
option. You have to keep working at it
until you get it. You learn from your
mistakes,” he says.

Whether that learning involved reading
at a special Seaside school, Chartwell,
he attended for five years or completing
the precision ag certificate program at
WHCC with a 3.4 grade point average,
Brent is a young man on the move.

He quickly outlines the process that
led to the national FFA recognition.
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It started when he was 13 working

on his family’s farm driving a tractor
and learning to operate a spider
planter that uses a computer to control
precision planting of spinach and spring
mix lettuce seeds that are planted at a
rate of 2.8 million seeds per acre.

He moved on to an Ecodan cultivating
system that improves efficiency in

cultivating. Next came a GPS-operated
tractor for minimum tillage.

“It was a snowball effect,” he says. “As
I started getting into it, it felt really
cool.”

He moved on to laser leveling and
produced a topographical map to show
the most efficient way to level a 200
acre field.

This whole process led to the national
award. But he’s not done yet.

Brent is taking a semester off school

to work at home. He’s working on
mechanical thinning of lettuce that can
cut thinning costs of $120 an acre in
half. It also helps solve labor problems.

He’s also considering starting a
business to map fields for safety.

“Growers Express wants me to map
40,000 acres for them so I'm thinking
about starting a little business.”

But, Brent said, school is more
important. He’s planning to attend

Hartnell College in his hometown
of Salinas next semester and then
transfer to U.C. Davis as a political
science or communications major.

“I like talking to and dealing with
people.”

Among the people he’s dealt with are
his instructors and the director of the
Farm of the Future when he was at
WHCC.

“I didn’t know that much about
satellites and I knew a little about
equipment,” he says, adding that Joy
and Clint Cowden, instructors in the
program, and Dr. Larry Rathbun, who
retired last spring as head of the Farm
of the Future, are top notch.

“It was an awesome year,” he says.
“I wouldn’t take that year away for
anything.” CF
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he recognized shortage

of nurses is as acute in
the Central Valley as it is
anywhere in the nation
and West Hills College is
on the verge of initiating a
free-standing RN program
headquartered at West
Hills College Lemoore to help ease that
crunch.

Carole Goldsmith, who has
spearheaded the efforts for WHCL to
earn its own nursing program, said

the Board of Registered Nurses has
given approval for the college to begin
advertising the program with the
caveat that it is pending BRN approval.

West Hills can begin hiring faculty
and staff and planning courses that
will begin in the fall of 2008-- if all
goes as planned, Dr. Goldsmith said.
It is expected that 24 students will be
admitted to the first class.
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In the mean time, WHCL has
participated in partnership nursing
programs with Bakersfield College and
Fresno City College and has offered a

full range of prerequisite classes for
potential nursing students.

Psych techs, Goldsmith said, are
eligible for state license exams after

a one year training program offered

at WHCC with some classes offered
through distance technology at WHCL.

Prerequisites are far fewer than for

an RN program, Goldsmith said, and
there is no waiting list for a new cohort
of psych tech students who will begin
training in April.

Students in that program travel to
clinical sites throughout the Central
Valley and Central Coast, she said.

For details on the RN program
at WHCL, visit:http://www.
westhillscollege.com/lemoore/
academics/health/reg_nurse/
index.asp.

West Hills College Coalinga also offers
a health careers program that might be
of interest to those who are seeking a

career in the health professions. The psych tech programs begins with

a week-long orientation and first aid
class and then progresses to three
semesters with a focus on nursing,
psychiatric nursing and care for the
developmentally disabled.

More than 300 psychiatric technicians
have already trained in the program.
Many are working at Coalinga State
Hospital at a starting salary of about
$50,000 a year.

For details on the psych tech program
visit: http://www.westhillscollege.com/
coalinga/academics/programs/health_
careers/psych_tech/index.asp or

call April Chavarria at

(559) 934-272. CF
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Core Courses:
Seamless University Transfer

Reaching Your Career Destination Through Transfer Options

or a career in teaching,
medicine, engineering,
pharmacy, business,
journalism and many
other areas requiring
at least a bachelor’s
degree, successful
undergraduate studies
begin at West Hills College.

WHC offers comprehensive,
affordable transfer learning
options for students whose goal is a
bachelor’s degree.

The University of California reports
that “more and more students are
discovering the transfer path to UC.”
More than 13,000 students transfer
from California’s community colleges
to UC and close to a third of all UC
bachelor’s degrees were awarded

to students who started out at a
community college.

IGETC: Your Transfer Core

If you plan to transfer to a public
university in the state — California
State University or UC — the “core
curriculum” of the Intersegmental
General Education Transfer
Curriculum (IGETC) is one of the
keys to transfer success.

IGETC satisfies the lower division
breadth/general education
requirements at both CSU and UC.
It was developed to simplify the
transfer process for students.

IGETC is most helpful to students
who want to keep their options open

Winter 2008 | CareerFocus

— those who know that they want
to transfer but have not yet decided
on a particular university system,
campus or major.

In summary, IGETC has many
advantages for community college
students:

¢ The transfer core curriculum fulfills
the lower division general education
requirements for both the CSU (387
units) and UC (34 units) systems —
with a “C” or better in each course.

e It is the general education “fast
track” — the fewest required units
toward a BA/BS degree.

¢ IGETC is also the transfer “wild
card” — good at any California
public university and many private
institutions.

No matter how you look at it,
following the IGETC course pattern
at WHC means transferring has
never been easier.

More Information
About Transfer?

Your first step toward a bachelor’s
degree should be to set up an
appointment with a WHC counselor.
Our knowledgeable professionals
can work with you to design a
personalized degree plan to take you
from WHC to any of dozens of public
and private universities. To schedule
an appointment, just call
1-800-266-1114.

Another great resource is the
Transfer Center. The center offers
transfer information and hosts
university representatives who are
happy to answer your questions. The
center also has information about
Transfer Admissions Agreements
that may guarantee your admission
to schools like UC Merced, Fresno
Pacific University and CSU Fresno.

Do Transfer Students Succeed?

For many years, studies by
California’s public universities have
indicated that transfer students do
well academically.

The University of California gives
junior-level community college
students first priority over other
transfer applicants. UC notes that

“transfers can compete with any UC
student. Community college students
who enter the university as juniors
perform just as well academically

as students who entered UC as
freshmen. Their graduation rates are
comparable, too.”

Want more proof? Here is a sampling
of WHC educators who got their start
at a community college, with the
university where they earned their
bachelor’s degree after transfer:

Bob Clement,
WHCL athletic director; CSUF

Bertha Felix-Mata,
program director: CSUF

Brandy Wilds,
English instructor: CSUF

Dr. Frank Gornick, chancellor:
Sacramento State University

Linda Amaya-Guenon,
counselor: Chapman University

David-Michael Rengh, computer information
systems: Fresno Pacific

o

Dr. Marlon Hall, associate dean:
West Coast Christian College and CSUF

WHC educators got their start at West Hills Collegé

Tracey Jaurena,
athletic trainer: CSUF
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SERVING THE VALLEY

WEsT HirLrs CoLLEGE LEMOORE

Offering Degrees and Certificates in:
Administration of Justice/Law
Enforcement
Administration of Justice/Corrections

Health Science-Pre-
Professional

Hotel, Restaurant and Casino

Art Management

Biology Humanities

Business Liberal Arts

Business Administration Mathematics .

Chf:mistry Office Management & Technologies 0(02" E“g\s’

Child Development Physical Education

Computer Information Systems Physics Sp or t’s Pr ogr ams,:
Engineering Psychology Men’s and Women’s Soccer
Geography Social Science Wrestling

Geology Teaching Assistant Men’s and Women’s Golf

Health Science-General

WEesT HiLLs COLLEGE COALINGA
Serving the west side of the San Joaquin Valley since 1932

New Farm of the Future offering Precision Agriculture Training

Offering Degrees and Certificates in:

Men’s and Women’s Cross Country

Administration of Justice/Law Humanities

Enforcement Liberal Arts
Administration of Justice/Corrections Mathematics
Art Office Management & Technologies
Biolo Performing Arts .
Busin{?s’s Psychiatricg Technician Sp orts include:
Business Administration Psychology Foot})all
Child Development Social Science Men,s Basketball
Computer Information Systems Teaching Assistant Men’s Baseball
Geography Technical Theater Women’s Volleyball
Geology Television Production Women’s Softball
Health Science Coed Rodeo

Y

HILLS

COMMUNITY
COLLEGE
DISTRICT

Enroll today for spring semester
Classes start January 14, 2008

800-266-1114 | West Hills Community College District | westhillscollege.com

W E S T WesT Hirrs CoLLEGE COALINGA
300 Cherry Lane

Coalinga, CA 93210
559-934-2000

NorrtH DistricT CENTER, FIREBAUGH
1511 Ninth Street
Firebaugh, CA 93622
559-659-1473

WesT Hirrs COLLEGE LEMOORE
555 College Avenue
Lemoore, CA 93245
559-925-3000

NavAL AIR STATION LEMOORE
824 Hancock Circle
NAS Lemoore, CA 93246
559-925-3350

westhillscollege.com
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Exercise Your Options

How’s your career health?

Do you have a good job
with good pay? Do you like
coming into work every
day? If not, why not?

job you love is important to your
happiness. And your happiness

is important to your health. Yes,
it’s all tied together. But you
knew that.

If you're just deciding what
you'd like to do with your
life, take a look at WHCCD’s

classes and programs. With a

certificate or associate’s degree you

can get into a good job in two years

or less.

West Hills Community College District A-Z

Area of Study

Coalinga/Lemoore Program

If your goal is a four-year degree, our
transfer classes will get you halfway
there — and at about half the cost.
Some colleges and some programs
will even let you transfer as many

as 90 WHCCD credits. That’s about
three years of a four-year degree, and
a big savings.

If you're ready to change careers

or need more education to earn a

promotion, our evening classes make
it convenient to attend part-time.

Check out your options. Remember
it’s your health and your happiness

we're talking about. CF

Prepares you for

WHCCD A to Z

Average Yearly
Salary

Administration of AA/AS degree, Law Enforcement, Correctional
Justice Science, College Transfer Program, classes also
offered at North District Center, Firebaugh

The Administration of Justice Program is designed to provide the student an option $58,000
of emphasizing law enforcement or correctional science. This program provides

introductory and journey level course work in administration of justice for local, state,

federal and private enterprise.

Agricullure AS degree, The Precision Agriculture program prepares students to work with global positioning $41,000
Technology and General Precision Ag satellite (GPS) systems, geographic information system (GIS) software, automatic
Sciences tractor guidance systems, variable rate chemical input applicators, surveying
equipment and related computer software. Students will learn hands-on, real-world
applications. Completing the certificate qualifies the student to enter the professional
job market in the public sector as well as the agriculture industry.
Art AA degree, Art History, Studio Art Major, College The associate degree offers concentration in studio art and art history. The studio art $38,000
Transfer Program concentration is a general curriculum that provides a broad education in the visual
arts.
Biology AA/AS degree, College Transfer Program The Biology Program provides students with the opportunity to earn an associate $66,000
degree in the student’s area of specialization and prepares the student for transfer to a
four-year institution.
Business AA/AS degree, Bookkeeping Certificate, Business The Business Program prepares the student for entry level positions in areas such as $30,000
Management Certificate, Retail Business bookkeeping, management and retailing. The business program provides a foundation
Management Certificate, College Transfer Program  for further study and is valuable for students interested in starting or enhancing their
own business.
Business AA degree, College Transfer Program Business Administration curriculum is intended for those interested in transferring to $50,000

Administration a four-year college or university to earn a Bachelor of Arts or Science degree.

AA/AS Degree, College Transfer Program, Lemoore  Options in the chemistry curriculum allow students to prepare for associate arts or $40,000
(Only) science degree level careers as well as the first two years for a wide variety of careers
or programs.

Chemistry
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Area of Study Coalinga/Lemoore Program Prepares you for AT

Salary
Child Development AA/AS degree, Child Development Permit, The West Hills College Child Development Program offers a comprehensive $27,000
Administrative Certificate in Child Development, background in the field of child growth and development as it pertains to young
Family Day Care Certificate, College Transfer children. Students will be offered information and skills for potential employment in
Program, classes also offered at NDC, Firebaugh federal, state, non-profit, or privately owned early childhood educational program and
at schools.
Computer AA/AS degree The Computer Information Systems Program teaches concepts, procedures and $64,000
Information Systems terminology, as well as the skills and applications necessary to operate computers.
Engineering AA/AS degree, Students with an interest in engineering can earn an associate degree and develop $71,000
Lemoore (Only) knowledge and skills necessary to transfer to a four-year degree program. Students
completing a bachelor’s degree, a master’s degree, or a Ph.D. have a variety of career
option including self-employment, employment in industry, teaching and university
research.
Geography AA/AS degree The Associate Degree in Geography is designed to provide the transfer student with $55,000
those lower division courses that can be applied to a geography major or minor at the
upper division level.
Geology AA/AS Degree, College Transfer Program, Lemoore  Geology trains individuals in the physical aspects and history of the earth. Transfer $60,000
(Only) individuals are then able to locate natural resources such as petroleum and minerals
and work in laboratories.
Health Science AA/AS degree, College Transfer Programs The Health Science General Program is designed for those students planning to $49,500
(General) transfer to two-year institutions to attain specific and additional training in a particular
field of study such as dental hygiene, health care assistant, nursing, and radiology
technicians.
Hotel, Restaurant Lemoore Campus (Only), Certificate Program The casino and hospitality industries are fast growing in the region and offer many $25,176
and Casino employment opportunities. WHCL culinary and card dealing classes prepare students
Management for these jobs.
Humanities AA Degree, College Transfer Program The Humanities Program provides the opportunity to achieve an associate degree. The ~ $44,000
program provides introductory lower division work. The major is made up of 18 units
in the fields of Humanities, Philosophy, Foreign Language, Art, Music, English, History
ands speech.
Liberal Arts AA Degree, College Transfer Program The Liberal Arts Associate Degree Program affords the student a broad-based study in ~ $45,000
human culture, behavior and the sciences.
Mathematics AA Degree, The Mathematics Associate Degree allows students to begin preparation for careersin -~ $64,270
College Transfer Program quantitative professions such as actuarial science, education, computer programming,
o= systems analysis and operations research analysis.
Office Management  AA/AS The Office Management and Technologies Program offers a variety of options that $60,000

and Technologies Certificate Programs guide students toward successful employment in business and government.

Performing Arts AA Degree and The Edward James Olmos de last Americas Academy offers students the opportunity $36,000
Certificate to develop skills in performing arts and television video production as they apply to
the modern world of communications and education.
Psychiatric AA/AS degree and Certificat! = The Psychiatric Technician Program will prepare the student for employment in state $35,508
Technician hospitals or any facility requiring psychiatric technicians.
Physical Education AA/AS Degree, Transfer College Program, Lemoore  The Physical Education curriculum is designed to provide the opportunity to achieve $44,000
(Only) an associate degree in the student’s area or specialization.
Physics AA/AS Degree, College Transfer Program, Lemoore  Graduates with degrees in physics have a variety of career options. Those with a B.S. $48,000
(Only) degree may work in industry or teach in grade K through 12.
Psychology AA degree, College Transfer Program The Psychology Associate Degree Program is designed to provide entry-level skills $40,000
and knowledge for the student transferring to a four-year institution with a major in
psychology.
Social Science College Transfer Program, Lemoore Campus (Only)  The Social Science Associate Degree program is designed to provide the transfer $56,000

social science major the opportunity to achieve an associate degree with specialization
of the student’s choice.

Teaching Certificate, Teaching Assistant Certificate California’s recruitment of teachers will provide one of the fastest growing $45,000
(Elementary), Teaching Assistant Certificate opportunities over the next decade. West Hills College responds to the growing need
(Secondary), College Transfer Program by offering two teaching assistant certificates and preparing students for transfer to

four-year university program.








